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13th EAC Heritage Management Symposium 2012, March 15th – 17th
Who Cares? Perspectives on Public Awareness, Participation and Protection in Europe’s Archaeology
at the Cité des Sciences, 30 Avenue Corentin Cariou, Paris, France
Organized by 

Agneta Lagerlöf and Bernard Randoin
We increasingly hear reports of acts of plunder and vandalism affecting Europe’s archaeological heritage resulting in the loss of irreplaceable cultural artifacts and the destruction of archaeological sites and monuments.  This raises many questions. Do the increasing numbers of reports on tampering with ancient monuments and archaeological materials reflect more acts of plunder? Or does it reflect a higher incidence of reporting of such acts to competent authorities?  Of course it might be that acts of plunder are currently deemed newsworthy in our part of the world? And if this is the case, we must ask why has this become important now, and also, how does this influence our understanding of what is happening? 

The issue of damage to archaeological remains is a complex one and the reasons for its occurrence may vary. The problems and the solutions will differ in the different countries of Europe. We may assume that there in no one best practice, but instead there are likely to be different approaches with varying levels of success throughout Europe. Legislation is often a first step, but is far from the only way to solve this. Conventions are a way to create a common platform. But do they work? In this context it may be of interest to look on the role of the Valetta convention. In reality, laws and conventions in themselves do not solve any problems. However, they function as a societal statement which, at best, may protect by inspiring restraint. A better way, perhaps, may be the dissemination of information and knowledge about our heritage and its importance.  However this gives rise to the concern that while this approach may help prevent damage to archaeological material by those who are unaware of its significance it could also mean that information about the location and potential ‘plunder value’ of sites would be more easily available to looters. 
How can we meet this challenge, a challenge that is not only one for those engaged in cultural heritage management but for society as a whole. The complexity of this problem and the ethical issues it raises require us to examine our view of the archaeological source material and archaeology as a profession in relation to society at large. We must take into account the opinions, wishes and needs of the members of society. How we do that poses its own problems. 
The phenomenon of plunder was the theme of the EAC Symposium in the year 2009 in Strasbourg, with the provocative title: Who Steals Our Past? Europe’s Archaeological Heritage Under Threat. In that symposium, “our past” was “under attack.” In 2012, this problem will be approached from another perspective: the purpose of our symposium is to discuss the kind of measures that need to be taken and what the societal consequences of these may be. The symposium in 2012 should include contributions that enrich our understanding of the situation and describe different ways of meeting the various challenges we face. Ample time will be given for discussion and comments. In short: the way we understand a question is the foundation for how we choose to answer it. 

General Program of the Annual Meeting 2012

15th - 17th March 2012

Paris, France

Thursday, March 15th 2012

09.00 – 12.00
EAC General Assembly (closed session for EAC members only)

12.00 – 13.00
Lunch



Heritage Management Symposium: Who Cares? Perspectives 

on Public Awareness, Participation and Protection in Europe’s 

Archaeology 



Moderator: Björn Magnusson Staaf, support: Bernard Randoin


13.00 – 13.30
Opening 

President of EAC, Katalin Wollak, National Office of Culture Heritage, Hungary


Welcome

Philippe Bélaval, General Director for Heritage, Ministry of Culture and Communication, France

Symposium theme


PhD Agneta Lagerlöf, National Heritage Board, Sweden


Moderator information

PhD Björn Magnusson Staaf, Lund University, Sweden, and President of Swedish Archaeological Society
13.30 – 14.15
1st Keynote lecture: “Plunder, destruction and mentalities in current society”


PhD Keith Wijkander, consultant, former vice director of National Heritage Board, Sweden
14.15 – 14.45
Discussions
14.45 – 15.15
Coffee break
15.15 – 16.00

2nd Keynote lecture: “Protection by legislation, conventions or 

preventive measures” 


Dr. Bald de Vries, Law faculty, Utrecht University
16.00 –16.20 
Discussions
16.20 – 16.45
General discussion


Keynote lectures, EAC board members and auditorium 
16.45 – 17.00
Summary of the day

President of EAC Katalin Wollak and Birgitta Johansen National Heritage Board, Sweden and EAC Board member, 
17.00

Guided tour at the Cité des Sciences. Exhibition: “The Celts”

Friday, March 16th 2012



Part 1: Perspectives on damage, destruction and plunder
09.00 – 09.20

“Merely searching for treasure or valid interest in cultural history? 

Various motivations in Germany” 


Dr. Jonathan Scheschkewitz, Landesamt für Denkmalpflege im 

Regierungspräsidium Stuttgart

09.20 – 09.40                    
 "Perspectives on use of metal detectors in Estonia - regulation and 

practice" 





Dr.Ants Kraut, National Heritage Board of Estonia
09.40 – 10.00

"Protection of archaeological monuments in Ireland - the 


experience of enforcing the legislation" 


Mr.Seán Kirwan, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 

Ireland
10.00 – 10.15                    
Short break at the site. Discussions
10.15 – 10.35

Coffee break

10.35 – 11.00
Jeannette Papadopoulos, Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, Italy (to be confirmed later)

11.00 – 11.20
"The value of archaeology: resource, heritage or pure fun?"  

MA Paulina Florjanowicz, Director General, National Heritage Board of Poland,
11.20 – 11.40  
“The fight against nature” 


Kristín Huld Sigurðardóttir PhD, MPA, Director General, The Archaeological Heritage Agency of Iceland

11.40- 12.00
Discussions
12.00 – 13.00
Lunch


Part 2 Perspectives on Public Awareness, Participation and Protection

13.00 – 13.20
“If we want people to care about the past, then we must care about the present” 

Dr.Carsten Paludan-Müller, Norsk Institutt for Kulturminneforskning (NIKU), Norway 

13.20 – 13.40
“Protect the archaeological heritage by valuing the voluntary archaeology” 

Mr. Grégory Compagnon Association HAPPAH (Halte Au Pillage du Patrimoine Archéologique et Historique, France)
13.40 – 1400

“Amateurs and Professional Archaeologists. Legal models for their 

cooperation in the Czech Republic” 


PhD Jan Marik, Institute of Archaeology of the Academy of 

Sciences of the Czech Republic
14.00 – 14.30

Short break at the site. Discussions

14.30 – 15.00
Coffee break
15.00 – 15.20
“Policing the Past: Protecting the Future”  

Chief Ins. Mark Harrison, Crime adviser, English Heritage, United Kingdom 

15.20 – 15.40
“Archaeological heritage protection and the excluded Austrian public”

Prof. Raimund Karl, School of History, Welsh History and Archaeology Bangor University, United Kingdom.
15.40 -  16.00

"How to protect the invisible and the difficulties to convince of the 

importance of such an approach". 


SD Marc Drouet, Ministère de la Culture et de la 


Communication, France
16.00 – 16. 20
Discussions 
16.20 – 16.40 

Short pause
16.40 – 17.10

“Who Cares?”


The speakers and the auditorium in general discussion of part 1 and 2.
17.10 – 17.30

Summary of the Symposium. 


Adrian Olivier, English Heritage, United Kingdom and former 

president of EAC
Saturday, March 17th 2012



Excursion
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